Classical and alternative pathway haemolytic activities of ovine complement: variations with age and sex.
The classical (CH50) and alternative (ACH50) pathway haemolytic activities of sheep complement were measured with microtechniques. Storage of blood at room temperature (instead of 4 degrees C) before centrifugation and usage of sera stored at -70 degrees C were compatible with complement titration. The effects of age and sex were tested in 303 sera obtained from animals aged between 2 weeks and 3.5 years old. ACH50 titres were low during the first 1.5 months of life then increased to reach the level found in adults at the age of 3 months. Conversely, CH50 titres were very high in suckling lambs, decreased up until the age of 3 months and then increased to reach the adult level at 1 year old. In lambs, the haemolytic complement activity was significantly higher in females than in males.